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A Strategic Growing Industry

(Digital) Innovation, Skills, Creativity & Internationalisation 
will propel this industry to new heights in Europe



OBJECTIVES



Why RegioTex?

To enable Textile & Clothing SME’s to invest more in innovation, to 
become more competitive and create high-value added jobs we need:

• More and stronger textile innovation clusters across Europe

• More investment in open textile technology infrastructure (technology 
centres, pilot plants, design and maker labs)

• More innovation business support services (coaching, technology 
scouting, financing, IPR, business start-up & incubation)

• Better exploitation of Smart Specialisation policies and related 
structural funds

Regional competences and infrastructures are the key to 
SME innovation in the T/C sector. Therefore EURATEX and 

the Textile ETP have launched RegioTex.



OBJECTIVE:
Creating a Virtuous Innovation Circle 

in Every Textile Region in Europe

Better innovation 
support infrastructure 

& industry services

More innovation by 
companies

Better market position

Better profitability

More growth

More investment in 
technology, people, new 

products & services

More collaboration with 
innovation support 

infrastructure

Smart Public Investments in 
Regional Innovation 

Infrastructure, driven by 
Industry Needs

Attraction of 
better qualified 

young talent



HISTORY & STATE OF PLAY



RegioTex History 2015-16

07/2015
Call for 
expression of 
interest

12/2015
Explorative 
meeting

03/2016
Stakeholders 
Workshop 04/2016 

Public launch 
conference

06/2016
Formal invitations 
to regions to join 
RegioTex

10/2016 EC event Attracting 
investment and upgrading 
skills in textile,… industries: 
Good Practices in European 
Regions

11/2016 Kick-off 
Event of S3 Platform 
on Industrial 
Modernisation, 
Barcelona

12/2016 1st Support 
Group meeting in 
Brussels

Textile Innovation 
as thematic area 
of S3P Industrial 
Modernisation







RegioTex Achievements

• Critical mass of textile regions in Europe 

• Common strategy & procedures

• Mapping of competences & needs

• Governance structure & political links

• Launch of strategic projects

✓



GOVERNANCE & 
STRATEGIC PROJECTS



RegioTex Governance & 

Working  Structure

High Level Group
(1 high-level regional policy representative 

from each active participant region)

Support Group
(3-4 operational sectoral experts from all 

active participant & observer regions)

Strategic
Project 1

Region a, b & c

Strategic
Project 2

Region b, d, e & f

Strategic
Project 3
Region a, f & g

Strategic
Project 4

Region c, e, g & h

RegioTex
Secretariat

EC 
S3P 

Steering 
Committee

Defined by regional sectoral experts
Inspired by regional, national, European sectoral strategies (cluster strategies, 

SIRA, Textile Flagships etc.)



34 participants from 13 regions

1st HLG MEETING – June 2017, Brussels



Strategic Projects
approved at 1st High Level Group meeting

Sustainability (resource-efficiency and circular 

economy)

Industry4.0 and new digital business models

Sector diversification (Technical & smart textiles)

Design- and creativity-based innovation



Regional involvement in SP’s



NEXT STEPS



RegioTex – Objectives 2018

• EU Funding for support structure

• Finalise thematic strategies + investment plans

• Input to Smart Specialisation strategies post-
2020

• Formalise collaboration RegioTex – EURATEX –
Textile ETP

• Strengthen RegioTex management team



RegioTex Activities 2018

Action Timing

2nd Thematic workshops (industry 4.0/creativity), Milan April 2018

3rd Meeting of EC S3P Steering Committee, Lapland April 2018

4th Support Group Meeting, Brussels 11 July

2nd HLG Meeting , Brussels Sept. 2018

Thematic workshops – all 4 themes Sept-Nov 18



Thank you for your attention

www.textile-platform.eu

www.euratex.eu


